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“So they (the shepherds) went in haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the infant lying in 
the manger.” (Luke 2: 16) 

      The Bible is a love story. From beginning to end this word of God makes clear that the 
Lord of the universe is in love with us. The book of Genesis, the very start of the biblical 
word, has God creating human beings in his image and likeness; the divine image. Soon 
after the creation account, human beings with the free will that God has bestowed on them, 
fall into sin. They succumb to the desire to be God, the primeval temptation. God sends 
holy men and women, prophets and sages to call them back to God’s loving embrace. Again 
and again God is relentless in his loving pursuit. God binds human beings to himself in a 
covenant that he will never revoke. No matter how far we stray, the Lord our God will 
never abandon us. 

      The biblical message of love reaches its high point in the coming of the Messiah, the 
holy one of God, Jesus of Nazareth. He is the one we proclaim to be “God from God, light 
from light, true God from true God.” At Christmas we celebrate this coming of our God. 
“God so loved the world, that in the fullness of time he sent his only Son, that whoever 
believes in him may not perish, but might have eternal life.” (John 3:16) 

      God has personally entered our human history. God has become one of us; fully human 
as you and I are human. Mary’s conception of this child, by the compassionate and 
merciful action of God, breaks the laws of the universe. God has come among us. Jesus is 
the human face of God. He is the new Adam who will reconcile us to God in a new covenant 
established in his blood. When he grows to adulthood and begins to teach, his teaching 
emerges from his interior spiritual union with God whom he knows as Abba, Father. When 
Jesus acts with compassion and mercy toward the poor and broken, outcasts and sinners, it 
is God himself who is acting. 

      The Second Vatican Council tells us that in his incarnation, Jesus Christ thought with a 
human brain and felt with a human heart.  

      In other words, Jesus was like us in all things except sin. This makes clear that since 
God experiences firsthand what it means to be human, including betrayal by friends, 
rejection by religious leaders, emotional and physical suffering on the highest level, we are 
never alone in our times of suffering. Christ suffers with us. He feels our pain from the 
inside. 

      The Scriptures tell us that as Jesus and his disciples leave the place of his Last Supper, 
they sing hymns of praise to God on their way to the garden of Gethsemane and the 
crucifixion. Knowing the agony that lies before him, Jesus still praises the Lord. Jesus 
Christ lived life to the full. He did nothing but good; healing the sick, raising the dead, 



speaking words of hope to the discouraged, but he was hunted down and killed like a 
common criminal. We are never alone in the suffering and pain that comes at times with 
our journeys. God is with us. God personally understands and loves us intimately. 

      If God has become one of us, then we have become one with God. The glory of God is 
found in human beings who are fully alive in God. This Christmas we recognize that God is 
with us, most especially in the people we encounter. The great commandment to love God 
heart mind and soul and love our neighbor as ourselves, is a constant challenge. In loving 
our neighbor, regardless of their religion or race, we are loving God himself. 

      Merry Christmas! May the Lord bless you, your loved ones, and our world- with peace 
and justice this Christmas, and in the New Year 2016. 

Peace, Father Bruce 

 

 

 

 


